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schools and hold ourselves to world-class
standards of excellence and that we will give
our workers throughout their lifetimes the
skills they need to compete and win in a
tough global economy, that in 1994 we will
continue to work to favor work over welfare,
and that we will continue to rebuild our
economy and, with it, the American dream.

If we’ll stay together and work together,
we can do these things. Have a happy and
healthy New Year’s. And thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:15 p.m. on
December 31 in Hilton Head, SC, for broadcast
at 10:06 a.m. on January 1.

Remarks on Health Care and an
Exchange With Reporters
January 3, 1994

The President. Ladies and gentlemen,
welcome to this first meeting of 1994 for our
administration, a meeting devoted to chart-
ing our course this year on health care. We
all look back now in American history at—
remember 1935 is the year that the American
people adopted Social Security; 1965 is the
year the American people adopted Medicare.
I believe that 1994 will go down in history
as the year when, after decades and decades
of false starts and lame excuses and being
overcome by special interests, the American
people finally, finally had health care security
for all.

This will be a year when we attempt to
fix what’s broken with our health care system,
keep what’s right, to emphasize the program
that we outlined of guaranteed private insur-
ance for every American, comprehensive
benefits that can never be taken away, and
a system that gives people who presently
don’t have insurance and small businesses
greater power to choose affordable quality
health insurance.

In the days and weeks ahead, I will be ask-
ing the American people and the Congress
to go beyond rhetoric to fact and to ask and
answer some simple questions: Of all the
available alternatives, which ones guarantee
health security to all Americans? Of all the
available alternatives, which ones carry the
greatest promise of reducing bureaucracy,
paperwork, and absolutely wasted billions of

dollars? Of all the available alternatives,
which ones guarantee more choices of health
care, not only to the patients who really mat-
ter but also to the doctors and the health
care providers? Of all the available alter-
natives, which ones guarantee the least sec-
ond-guessing of the doctor-patient relation-
ship? If we can have these simple questions
asked and answered, I believe that, together,
we can solve this great riddle which has be-
deviled our country for too many years now,
strengthen our economy, and restore a great
sense of security to the American people.

We will do this in connection with our ef-
forts to also dramatically alter the education
and job training systems of the country to
provide greater economic security and our
efforts to pass a comprehensive crime bill to
provide greater personal and family and com-
munity security.

I am looking very much forward to this
year. I want to thank the First Lady and Sec-
retary Shalala and Ira Magaziner for the work
they have done on health care. I want to wel-
come Pat Griffin and Harold Ickes to our
team. I’m glad that George Stephanopoulos
will be taking a more active role in working
on the health care debate in Congress.

Let me just say one last thing in closing.
I suppose every Christmas and New Year’s
gives us the opportunity to reflect on the time
we’ve just spent and the time that lies ahead.
But I think it is so easy for us to forget here
that what we do affects the lives of real peo-
ple and that what is at stake here is not some
great looming political battle. What is at stake
here is the actual living conditions of the
American people, whether families who work
hard and do their very best to do what they’re
supposed to do are going to be able to know
that their children will always have health
care, whether we are going to be able to
maintain a health care system and still have
the money that we need to invest in a grow-
ing and highly competitive global economy
so that America will be strong. And if we
can keep that in mind, if we can move be-
yond the rhetoric and the smoke and the
process to keep in mind every day that real
people’s interests are at stake here and that
America must not go into the 21st century
without health security for all, without a dra-
matically improved system of education and
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training, without a new commitment to the
security of our families and our children, I
think we’re going to be in good shape.

And lastly, let me say I very, very much
hope that this will be a bipartisan effort, that
Democrats and Republicans will be working
together and that we will resolve in the new
year not to further a partisan interest but to
further the interest of the people who sent
us all here.

Thank you very much.

Health Care Reform
Q. Mr. President, how much are you will-

ing to compromise in view of—on this plan
itself, in view of the strong opposition in
many quarters and, of course, on the Hill?

The President. Well, I think, first of all,
we are going to see a fleshing out of all the
alternatives, something that hasn’t happened
yet. The burden has been borne almost en-
tirely by our plan, which is something I was
willing to do. But now we need to look at
the cost of the status quo and the cost and
the consequences of the other plans and do
what is best.

I have said all along what my bottom line
is: That we have to have comprehensive ben-
efits that can never be taken away. That we
cannot go on being the only country in the
world with an advanced economy that cannot
figure out how to guarantee health care secu-
rity to all our people. Now, that leaves a
whole lot of room for working out the details.
We should emphasize preventive and pri-
mary care; we ought to emphasize effi-
ciencies; we ought to reduce the bureauc-
racy; and we ought to do it in a way that
will lower the rate in which these costs have
been going up. But the main thing we have
to do is to finally solve the riddle of providing
health care security to all Americans.

Whitewater Development Corp.
Q. Mr. President, do you support the idea

of naming a special prosecutor to investigate
the Whitewater affair?

The President. I have nothing to say
about that. I’ve said we’d turn the records
over. There is nothing else for me to say
about that.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Loan
Guarantees to Israel
January 3, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Enclosed is an unclassified report on the

Loan Guarantees to Israel Program as re-
quired by section 226(k) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961, as amended (Public
Law 87–195).

I hope this report will be useful to you.
Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks to Central Intelligence
Agency Employees in Langley,
Virginia
January 4, 1994

Thank you very much, Mr. Woolsey. Tony
Lake and I are glad to be here—and always
seemed to me I ought to visit the CIA on
a snowy day. [Laughter] Thank you for that
warm welcome.

I wanted to come here today for two rea-
sons: First, to meet you and to thank you,
those of you who work for the Central Intel-
ligence Agency who devote your lives and
your skills to the service of our country; the
second thing I wanted to do is to commemo-
rate those who have given their lives in the
service of the country through the Central
Intelligence Agency.

Intelligence is a unique mission. Nobody
knows that better than those of us who have
the honor to serve in the Oval Office. When
President Truman autographed the photo of
himself that hangs in this building, he wrote,
‘‘To the CIA, a necessity to the President of
the United States from one who knows.’’

Every morning the President begins the
day asking, ‘‘What happened overnight?
What do we know? How do we know it?’’
Like my predecessors, I have to look to the
intelligence community for the answers to
those questions. I look to you to warn me
and, through me, our Nation of the threats,
to spotlight the important trends in the
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